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1. SANTIAGO ORTIZ, UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
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PUERTO RICO, CALLED ON THE AMBASSADOR MAY 30. HE SAID HE WAS 
VISITING EL SALVADOR AS AN OFFICIAL GUEST, IN ONE SENSE A RECIPRO- 
CAL GUESTURE FOR THE OFFICIAL VISIT BY GOES ECONOMY MINISTER 
HIDALGO QUEHL TO PUERTO RICO AFTER THE IDB SANTO DOMINGO MEETING. 
ORTIZ' VISIT IS SUBSEQUENT TO HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE MAY MEETING AT 
SAN JOSE WHICH RESULTED IN THE FOUNDING ON MAY 27 OF NAMUCAR. 

2. ORTIZ SAID HE WAS INVITED TO ATTEND THE SAN JOSE MEETING BY 
GOCR FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO AND AS IN MOST REGIONAL OR HEMISPHERE 
MEETINGS THE ONLY WAY TO DESCRIBE PUERTO RICO'S STATUS WAS AS 
INVITED GUEST, SINCE ONLY INDEPENDENT COUNTRIES CAN GAIN OBSERVER 
STATUS IN MOST MEETINGS. (ROTIZ SAID SURINAM, CURACAO AND ARUBA 
WERE DENIED REQUESTS TO ATTEND AS OBSERVERS). HE SAIDTHERE IS A 
GOOD POSSIBILITY PUERTO RICO MAY BE ABLE TO ARRANGE SOME KIND OF 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE NEW SHIPPING CONFERENCE, ALTHOUGH MEMBER- 
SHIP PER SE IS PROHIBITED. HE BELIEVES THE LARGE ANDUNDER-UTILIZED 
PUERTO RICAN GOVERNMENT-OWNED SHIPPING COMPANY CAN COMPLEMENT THE 
SERVICES ENVISIONED BY THE CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE. HIS GENERAL 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE VIABILITY OF THE CONFERENCE WAS POSITIVE AND 
AFTER DISCUSSIONS WITH GOES OFFICIALS HE FELT THE GOES WOULD COME 
AROUND TO JOINING THE CONFERENCE. (COMMENT: A MAY 31 DISCUSSION 

WITH GOES DIRECTOR OF PORTS REVEALED THAT ECONOMY MINISTER HIDALGO 
IS PUSHING FOR A RECONSIDERATION OF THE GOES NEGATIVE POSITION ON 
NAMUCAR. THE PORT DIRECTOR WAS STILL UNENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT IT.) 

3. CONCERNING THE SAN JOSE MEETING, ORTIZ SAID THERE WAS SURPRISE 
THAT NICARAGUA JOINED AND EVIDENCED SUCH A POSITIVE SPIRIT. THE 
GROUP FEELING WAS THAT HONDURAS WOULD JOIN AND THE EXPECTATION 
WAS THAT FUNDING FOR THE INITIAL SUBSCRIPTION OF $30 MILLION WOULD 
BE FACILITATED BY THE VENEZUELAN FUND. 

4. CONCERNING HIS VISIT TO EL SALVADOR. ORTIZ SAID HIS MOTIVATION 
WAS MORE POLITICAL THAN ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL. PUERTO RICO, WHICH 
EXHIBITED IN THE EL SALVADOR INTERNATIONAL FAIR IN 1972, DID NOT 
EXHIBIT IN 1974, PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF THE CONFRONTATIONAL 
ATMOSPHERE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND LATIN AMERICA. HE SAID HE BELIEVES 
THAT SITUATION HAS IMPROVED AND PUERTO RICO'S FEARS OF BEING 
CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF US/LA ISSUES HAVE DIMINISHED. THUS, THE 
COMMONWEALTH'S DESIRE FOR IMPROVEMENT OF ITS POLITICAL IMAGE IN THE 
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CARIBBEAN AND LATIN AMERICA WILL RESULT IN INCRASED OFFICIAL 

VISITS TO THE AREA AND STEPPED-UP EXCHANGE PROGRAMS. A TRADE 

OFFICE IS CONTEMPLATED FOR PANAMA WHICH WOULD SERVE CENTRAL AMERICA 

AS WELL. ORTIZ EMPHASIZED HIS CONTINUOUS CONTACTS AND COORDINATION 

WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS AND OTHERS IN THE USG AND HIS 

DESIRE TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH U.S. EMBASSIES IN THE COUNTRIES 

WITH WHICH P.R. IS TRYING TO STRENGTHEN TIES (PRINCIPALLY COSTA 

RICA, COLOMBIA AND VENEZUELA). FOR THE EMBASSY'S PART, THE 
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AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION TO ORTIZ FOR HIS VISIT, 

URGED ALL COMMONWEALTH VISITORS TO USE THE EMBASSY'S SERVICES, AND 
ENCOURAGED HIM TODEVELOP APPROPRIATE BONDS OF ASSISTANCE WITH 
THE GOES. 

CAMPBELL 
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